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SERVICE OF THE WORD (pages 38-44 in Christian Worship)
Do you want the Savior who was promised? Not all do.
Remember, Jesus did not come to make your life comfortable but to give you eternal life.

WELCOME
HYMN SING – You pick the hymn
LITURGY: SERVICE OF THE WORD - page 38ff in Christian Worship
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.

PRAISE AND PRAYER
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by your drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to you, O Israel!
Oh, come, O Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home.
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to you, O Israel!

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
M: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

FIRST LESSON: Malachi 4:1-6
1

Look! The day is coming, burning like a blast furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer
will be stubble. The day that is coming will set them on fire, says the LORD of Armies, a day
which will not leave behind a root or branch for them. 2 But for you who fear my name, the
sun of righteousness will rise, and there will be healing in its wings. You will go out and jump
around like calves from the stall. 3 You will trample the wicked. They will surely be ashes
under the soles of your feet on the day when I take action, says the LORD of Armies. 4
Remember the law of my servant Moses, which I dictated to him at Horeb to serve as statutes
and judgments over all Israel. 5 Look! I am sending Elijah the prophet to you before the great
and fearful day of the LORD comes! 6 He will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and
the hearts of children to their fathers. Otherwise, I would come and strike the land with
complete destruction.
P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

CHOIR: “Morning of Promise”
SECOND LESSON: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
16

Rejoice always. 17 Pray without ceasing. 18 In everything give thanks. For this is God’s will
for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Do not extinguish the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with
contempt. 21 But test everything. Hold on to the good. 22 Keep away from every kind of evil.
23
May the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul,
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you
is faithful, and he will do it.

VERSE OF THE DAY – read by Pastor

Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.
Alleluia.

ALLELUIA RESPONSE – page 40

GOSPEL: John 1:6-8,19-28
6

There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as an eyewitness
to testify about the light so that everyone would believe through him. 8 He was not the
light, but he came to testify about the light….19 This is the testimony John gave when the
Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed
and did not deny. He confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “Who are
you then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” “No,” he
answered. 22 Then they asked him, “Who are you? Tell us so we can give an answer to
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ just as Isaiah the prophet
said.” 24 They had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 So they asked John, “Why then do you
baptize, if you are not the Christ, or Elijah, or the Prophet?” 26 “I baptize with water,”
John answered. “Among you stands one you do not know. 27 He is the one coming after
me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things happened in Bethany
beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

P: Here ends the Gospel.

HYMN 14

MESSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Advent – Preparing God’s Way

APOSTLE’S CREED – page 41
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

WELS CONNECTION: Academia Cristo
PRAYER FOR ADVENT
Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the
offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you continually
directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.
We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to
destroy the works of the devil.
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride and to
rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.
Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is near.”
You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it to
cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days before
Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism.
Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.
Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son coming
again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.
Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.
Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER - page 43
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS: Wayne & Nancy Pennell (transferred from Grace, Durand)
HYMN 19

PRAYER – page 43
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and
bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BENEDICTION – page 44

HYMN 26

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
Thursday, December 24, at 7 pm
CHRISTMAS DAY SONG SERVICE
Friday, December 25, at 10:00 am
NEW YEAR’S EVE COMMUNION SERVICE
Thursday, December 31, at 7 pm
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