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      The     Grapevine 
FROM YOUR PASTOR... 

I am the vine, you are the 

branches. If a man remains in 

me and I in him, he will bear 

much fruit; apart from me you 

can do nothing.  

                                     John15:5 

The DƭƻǊƛŀ 5Ŝƛ DǊŀǇŜǾƛƴŜ is the 

monthly newsletter of Gloria 

Dei Evangelical Lutheran 

Church. For more information, 

or if you have any questions, 

please contact us. 

tŀǎǘƻǊ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ WΦ IƛƳƳ  

5005 McCandlish Rd.  
Grand Blanc, MI 48439 

Phone:(810)694-3540 
 

ǊŜǾƘƛƳƳϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

ǿǿǿΦDƭƻǊƛŀ5ŜƛD.ΦŎƻƳ 

Please Join Us 

§{ǳƴŘŀȅ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ     

at  9:30am 

§!ŘǳƭǘΣ ¢ŜŜƴΣ ϧ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ   

{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ at 10:50am,   

September thru May 

§!Řǳƭǘ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ - every        

Thursday at 9:00am 

§̧ ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ (6th-12th grade) 

Meets twice monthly             

September thru May, and once 

monthly June thru August. 

§[ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ tƛƻƴŜŜǊǎ (K-8th 

grade) Meets twice monthly 

September thru May. 

Grace Is Accomplished and Still at Work 

I  love the sage advise a cancer doctor shared with one of his     

anxious patience who asked, òDoctor, how long will I have to lie 

here and suffer?ó  His answer ð òJust one day at a time.ó  Just one day 

at a time!  What a beautiful theological reminder as we journey 

the  untraveled road of 2018. Jesus himself taught us to pray, 

òGive us TODAY our daily bread.ó  We cannot live tomorrow to-

day any better than we can live yesterday today.  We can only live 

today. So we live one day at a time confidently as a child of God 

who is loved, cherished, and protected by the One who loved us 

and died for us. I donõt know what the LORD has in mind for me 

nor you in 2018.  However, I do know His promises remain the 

same.  òAnd we know that in all things God works for the good of 

those who love him, who have called according to his pur-

poseó (Romans 8:28).  We can take this to the bank ð one day at a 

time! 

As we enter a new year, it not    
uncommon for people to do some 
serious self-evaluation about their 
life and accomplishments. Many 
adults begin to measure their lives 
in terms of tasks completed.     
Cultures like ours that tend to   
emphasize productivity over other 
virtues only reinforce such      
thinking: We might believe, ñIôve 
only accomplished something if I 
can point to a checklist of items 
that are fully accomplished.ò The 
unfortunate side effect of this is 
that it makes me reluctant to      
undertake ongoing tasks. After all, 
if the task never ends, how can I 
say that I got something done? 

  
 

We might face similar tension when 
it comes to sharing the gospel. For 
more than 20 centuries, disciples of 
Jesus have had the ongoing task of 
making disciples of all nations, and 
the work still isnôt done. There are 
always new people in the neighbor-
hood to share the good news with 
and new babies and adults to     
baptize. Even people who are     
long-standing members of the 
church need ongoing education and 
use of the Word to continue in their 
spiritual growth. 

  
If this task seems to be unendingly 
daunting, perhaps it is time to      
realize that, first and foremost,  
 
                                                                                   Continued on page 3 



Serving in February 
February 4 

Ushers:  Tobias Edgett, Tim Major, & Allen Mortimer  
Greeters:  Tammi Neuwirth  
Communion Set Up:  Himm  
Communion Assistants: TBD 
Power Point Assistant:  Garrett Edgett 
Counters:  Hoppe & Luisier 
Cleaners:  King 

 

February 11 

Ushers: Scott Mortimer. Ralph Dudley, & Bob Kost 
Greeter:  Barb Lambert 
Power Point Assistant:  Kaitlyn Straub 
Counters:  Mortimer & Metz  
Cleaners:  Major  
 

February 14- 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday 

Ushers:  Jim Sharich, Kent Kerwin, & Eric Metz 
Greeters: Sue Ann Callahan 
Power Point Assistant:  Brenna Moore 
Counters:  Kritzman & Leplow  

 

February 18 

Ushers: Mark Moore, Logan Moore, & Reagan Moore 
Greeters: The Edgett Family 
Communion Set Up: Himm  
Communion Assistants:  TBD 
Power Point Assistant: Anna Hoppe 
Counters:  Callahan & Furnner 
Cleaners: Viele 
 

February 21 - 7:00 pm Lenten Service 

Ushers:  Joe King, Brian King, & Spencer King 
Greeters: Scott & Donna Freimark 
Power Point Assistant:  Shelbie Edgett 
Counters:  Moore & Neuwirth  
 

February 25 

Ushers: Mike Hoppe, Tobias Edgett, & Jim Sharich 
Greeters: Tom & Pat Furnner 
Power Point Assistant: Ashley Kritzman 
Counters:  Mortimer & Major  
Cleaners: Sharich 
 

February 28 - 7:00 pm Lenten Service 

Ushers:  Tom Furnner, John Kritzman, & Zach Kritzman 
Greeters:  Bob & Susanna Kost 
Power Point Assistant:  Noah Gresock 
Counters:  Hoppe & Luisier 

 

Serving in January 

January 7 

Ushers: Kent Kerwin, Jim Luisier, & Harold Fox  

Greeters: Joe & Sharon King 

Communion Set Up: Hoppe 

Communion Assistants: Gary Richmond & Joe King 

Power Point Assistant: Noah Gresock 

Counters: Kritzman & Leplow  

Cleaners: Himm  

 

January 14 

Ushers: Joe King, Brian King, & Spencer King 

Greeters: The Mortimer Family  

Power Point Assistant: Reagan Moore 

Counters: Callahan & Furnner 

Cleaners: Hoppe 

 

January 21 

Ushers: John Kritzman, Zach Kritzman, & Eric Metz  

Greeters: The Moore Family 

Communion Set Up: Hoppe 

Communion Assistants: Pete Straub & Jim Luisier 

Power Point Assistant: Tobias Edgett 

Counters: Moore & Neuwirth  

Cleaners:  Gresock 

 

January 28 

Ushers: Jim Sharich, Tom Furnner, & Mike Hoppe 

Greeters: Jim & Penny Sharich 

Power Point Assistant: Joey Hoppe 

Counters:  Mortimer & Major  



Grace Is Accomplished and Still at Work 

Mark Your Calendars 

This year Ash Wednesday is February 14. Each Wednesday during the Season of Lent 

we will meet for a meal at 6:00 pm, followed by a Lenten Service at 7:00 pm. We will 

need 3 - 4 families to sign up each week to provide the meal. We will then have a pizza 

and salad dinner on Maundy Thursday, March 29, followed by our Easter Brunch on 

April 1. Look for the sign up sheets  on the bulletin board.  

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мп - Ash Wednesday, Meal at 6pm, 

Service at 7pm 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нм - Meal at 6pm, Service at 7pm 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ну - Meal at 6pm, Service at 7pm 

aŀǊŎƘ т - Meal at 6pm, Service at 7pm 

aŀǊŎƘ мп - Meal at 6pm, Service at 7pm 

 

 

aŀǊŎƘ нм - Meal at 6pm, Service at 7pm 

aŀǊŎƘ нф - Maundy Thursday, Pizza & Salad at 

6pm, Service at 7pm 

aŀǊŎƘ ол - Good Friday Service at 7pm 

!ǇǊƛƭ м - Easter Morning - Sunrise Service at 7am, 

Brunch at 8:15am, Celebration Service at 9:30am 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ м 

Godôs gospel of grace is grounded in something that has already been fully and completely accom-
plished, once and for all. This truth takes us back to the foot of Calvaryôs cross and to the last moments of 
the Saviorôs life on Good Friday. At that point in time, Jesus uttered the words that make all the difference 
for all of humankind: ñIt is finishedò (John 19:30). Let there be no doubt: the mission life of Godôs people 
flows from an accomplished act of redemption that never needs to be duplicated. With these words, the 
salvation of Godôs people stands secure forever. 

  
Oh, thatôs not to say that we donôt still have some ongoing tasks. But such work is also by Godôs grace! 
So it was at the time of the apostles (Acts 4:33), and so it is among Godôs people today. He still works in 
us both the desire to please him and the activities he wants us to do (Philippians 2:13). But the goal is  
also crystal clear: to take the accomplished work of Christ and to share it with all, so that the Spirit 
may do His work of convicting and convincing the sinful human heart. The objective truth of sins 
forgiven is what shapes and molds us to work in step with the Spirit to proclaim that message of grace. 
Only Godôs grace, and his grace alone, can convince us of the certainty of the forgiveness Christ          
accomplished so that we can work steadfastly at a task that does not end this side of eternity: the ongoing 
work of proclaiming the finished work of Jesus to the world. 

  
We may be entering a new year, but we still have the same timeless message of grace.                        

Jesus came.  Jesus died.  Jesus rose.  Jesus is coming again. 



Birthdays in January 

           1/03  Joshua Thomason 

           1/04  Ronnie Boggs 

           1/07  Julie Poulos 

           1/07  Lee Barnhardt 

           1/10  Robby Kerwin 

           1/14  Denise Faulkner 

           1/16  Melissa King 

           1/16  Mandy Straub 

           1/18  Caleb Neuwirth 

           1/18  Chad Conklin 

           1/20  Scott Freimark 

           1/20  Laura Mortimer 

 1/20  Becky Richmond 

           1/22  Isabel Sharich 

           1/26  Joelle McGowen 

           1/26  Randy Neuwirth III 

           1/27  Eric Guffey 

           1/29  Isaac Poulos 

 

Anniversaries in January 
            1/06             Adam & Jamie Stevenson 

 

 

 

Our Annual Voters Meeting and Election of 

Officers will  be held on January 14. Annual    

reports from the Board Chairmen, the Ladies 

Guild, and Choir need to be turned in prior to 

the meeting. Please email a copy of your report 

to Pastor Himm or Val Hoppe before January 

14. 

aŜƴΩǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 

The January Men's Breakfast is scheduled 

for Saturday, January 20 at 8:00am. There 

is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board. 

 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŦƻǊ YƛŘǎ 

 

Many thanks to all who planned,          

volunteered, and attended our one 

day Christmas for Kids VBS. All the 

kids (and all the volunteers) had a 

great time! 

Thank You! 

Easter for Kids 

Did your family enjoy Christmas 

for Kids? Plan on joining us for 

our first annual Easter for Kids 

on March 24. Look for more      

information soon! 



Thursday Morning Adult Bible Class  

For the month of  January our Thursday    

Morning Adult Bible Class will be meeting on 

Wednesday mornings instead.  

 

 

 

!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ       

ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ 

Ŧǳƴ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ       

ȅǳƳƳȅ ǎƴŀŎƪǎΚ  

DƭƻǊƛŀ 5ŜƛΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƻƴ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ ммǘƘ ŀƴŘ    

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ нрǘƘ ŀǘ сΥллǇƳΦ  

!ƭƭ ƪƛŘǎΣ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ с-мнΣ ŀǊŜ        

ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘΦ                  

.Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΗ 

 

Running Totals through December 2017 

General Fund is  (2,472.81) 
   

Budget Receipts Expenses 

237,099.00  217,388.43  224,654.08  



$Ì-$ÌÊÚßÈâÑØÏ 1Èßãì ƴ  1Úâ -äÊÔ $ÑØØÌß 

*ÚÑØ äá ÚØ *ÈØäÈßì  Èâ  ÛÖ Èá èÌ   

ÏÈâÐÌß âÚ ÌØÒÚë È ÛÚâ ÕäÊÔ ÖÌÈÕ ÈØË âÐÌØ 

áÛÌØË áÚÖÌ âÑÖÌ ÑØ ÍÌÕÕÚèáÐÑÛ Èá èÌ           

ËÌ-ËÌÊÚßÈâÌ âÐÌ âàÌÌ ÈØË âÈÔÌ ËÚèØ ÈÕÕ âÐÌ 

#ÐßÑáâ×Èá ËÌÊÚßÈâÑÚØá   6ÐÌßÌ Ñá È áÑÏÙ äÛ 

áÐÌÌâ ÚØ âÐÌ  ÉäÕÕÌâÑØ ÉÚÈßË 

 

A very special ¢I!bY ¸h¦ 

to all who  participated in 

the ChildrenΩs Christmas Program.                                                     

We couldnΩt have done it without you! 

Men Alive! is a gathering of men who meet to 

be encouraged and strengthened through the 

study of Godõs Word.   

 

ęGod made us alive with Christ.Ě  

Ephesians 2:5  

 

KEYNOTE/BIBLE STUDY - Ephesians 2:10 

 We Are Godõs Workmanship 

 

Breakouts -  

§ Our Bodies Are Godõs Workmanship 

§ Our Vocationõs Are Godõs Workmanship 

§ Our Opportunities Are Godõs       
Workmanship 

§ Young Man - You Are Godõs           
Workmanship 

 

Saturday, February 17  
7:15 am - 3:30 pm 

 
Text MENALIVE to 22828 to join the email list 

Held at the DoubleTree Hotel, 

Bay City  

For more information, or to register, see the website: 

www.menalivebalm.org 

Registration Deadline is January 31  
 

Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who brought in gifts 
for our Adopt-A-Family. We had an 8-foot-
long table full of toys, clothes, gift cards, and 
household items for them. It was awesome to 
see the kindness and generosity of our Lord 
shining through our congregation.  



Bible Study for January 
DATE OLD TEST. PSALMS PROVERBS NEW TEST. 

1-Jan Esther 1-3 147 28 Rev. 19 

2-Jan Esther 4-7 148 29 Rev. 20 

3-Jan Esther 8-10 149 30 Rev. 21 

4-Jan Malachi 150 31 Rev. 22 

5-Jan Gen. 9,10 5 5 Matt. 7,8 

6-Jan Gen. 11,12 6 6 Matt. 9 

7-Jan Gen. 3,4 2 2 Matt. 3,4 

8-Jan Gen. 5,6 3 3 Matt. 5 

9-Jan Gen. 7,8 4 4 Matt. 6 

10-Jan Gen. 9,10 5 5 Matt. 7,8 

11-Jan Gen. 11,12 6 6 Matt. 9 

12-Jan Gen. 13,14 7 7 Matt. 10 

13-Jan Gen. 15,16 8 8 Matt. 11 

14-Jan Gen.,17,18 9 9 Matt. 12 

15-Jan Gen. 19,20 10 10 Matt. 13 

16-Jan Gen. 21,22 11 11 Matt. 14 

17-Jan Gen. 23,24 12 12 Matt. 15 

18-Jan Gen. 25,26 13 13 Matt. 16,17 

19-Jan Gen. 27 14 14 Matt. 18 

20-Jan Gen. 28,29 15 15 Matt. 19,20 

21-Jan Gen. 30 16 16 Matt. 21 

22-Jan Gen. 31 17 17 Matt. 22 

23-Jan Gen. 32,33 18: 1-15 18 Matt. 23 

24-Jan Gen. 34,35 18: 16-36 19 Matt. 24 

25-Jan Gen. 36,37 18: 37-50 20 Matt. 25 

26-Jan Gen. 38,39 19 21 Matt. 26 

27-Jan Gen. 40,41 20 22 Matt. 27 

28-Jan Gen. 42 21 23 Matt. 28 

29-Jan Gen. 43,44 22: 1-21 24 Mark  1 

30-Jan Gen. 45,46 22: 22-31 25 Mark  2 

31-Jan Gen. 47,48 23 26 Mark  3 



January  2018  
{ǳƴŘŀȅ aƻƴŘŀȅ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ CǊƛŘŀȅ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

31 
 

фΥол ŀƳ - Worship  

PPA: Shelbie Edgett 

 

тΥлл ǇƳ - New Years Eve 
Service with Communion 

PPA: Kaitlyn Straub 

 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ м 

1 

 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 

фΥлл ŀƳ - Adult Bible Class 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

5 6 

 

 

 

Cleaners for January 7: 

Himm 

7 
ϝ5ƻƴŀǝƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅϝ  

фΥол ŀƳ - Worship with 
Communion  

млΥрл ŀƳ - Sunday School 

 

 

PPA: Noah Gresock   

 

9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ 

8 

 

 

 

сΥол ǇƳ - Catechism Class 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

10 

фΥлл ŀƳ - Adult Bible Class 

 

 

 

сΥол ǇƳ Board of Elders 

Meeting 

11 

 

 

сΥлл ǇƳ Youth Group 

тΥлл ǇƳ Church   Council 

Meeting 

12 

 

13 

 

 

рΥлл ǇƳ Potluck &         

De-decorating 

Cleaners for January 14: 

Hoppe 

14 

фΥол ŀƳ - Worship  

млΥрл ŀƳ - Sunday School 

млΥрл ŀƳ - VoterΩs 

Meeting 

 

PPA: Reagan Moore  

9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ н 

15 

 

 

 

сΥол ǇƳ - Catechism Class 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

17 

фΥлл ŀƳ - Adult Bible Class 

 

 

 

18 

 

 

тΥлл ǇƳ Board of     

Education Meeting 

7Υлл ǇƳ Board of     

Trustees Meeting 

19 20 

уΥлл ŀƳ - MenΩs      
Breakfast  

 

 

 

 

Cleaners for January 21: 
Gresock 

21 

фΥол ŀƳ - Worship with 
Communion  

млΥрл ŀƳ - Sunday School 

 

 

PPA: Tobias Edgett 

 

9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ о 

22 

 

 

сΥол ǇƳ - Catechism Class 

тΥлл ǇƳ - Choir Practice 

23 

 

 

 

 

24 

фΥлл ŀƳ - Adult Bible Class 

 

 

 

25 

 

сΥлл ǇƳ Youth Group 

тΥлл ǇƳ Board of     

Evangelism Meeting 

тΥлл ǇƳ Board of     

Stewardship Meeting 

26 27 

 

 

 

Cleaners for January 28: 

Mortimer 

28 
 

фΥол ŀƳ - Worship  

млΥрл ŀƳ - Sunday School 

 

PPA: Joey Hoppe 

 

9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ п 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

сΥол ǇƳ - Catechism Class 

тΥлл ǇƳ - Choir Practice 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

31 

фΥлл ŀƳ - Adult Bible Class 

сΥол ǇƳ Board of  Elders 

Meeting 

 

ϝ5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ aŜƴ !ƭƛǾŜΗ wŀƭƭȅϝ 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

тΥлл ǇƳ Church Council  

2 3 

 

 

 

Cleaners for February 4: 

King 

4 
ϝ5ƻƴŀǝƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅϝ  

фΥол ŀƳ - Worship with 
Communion  

млΥрл ŀƳ - Sunday School 

 

 

PPA: Garrett Edgett 

 

9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ р 

5 

 

 

 

сΥол ǇƳ - Catechism Class 

тΥлл ǇƳ - Choir Practice 

6 

 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

8 

фΥлл ŀƳ - Adult Bible 

Class 

тΥлл ǇƳ Board of     

Education Meeting 

7Υлл ǇƳ Board of     

Trustees Meeting 

 

9 10 

 

 

 

Cleaners for February 11: 

Major 


