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The BibleisGodds Wor d. The Wicdnsider other €&astorsnfer texample, who
merely contain Godos Wasrwilitng, where and when was he writing,

and why was he writing.
Since the Bible is Godds inspired Word, i

also inerrant, infallible, and true. When we read We also take into account the conditions of
and study the Bible, we start with that the time, such as religious, political, and cultura
understanding. conditions, to understand more accurately the
one meaning t hat Go
As we read and study the Bible, we interpret intended.
its message to find its meaning. That is not a
difficult task, but there are some simple Another principle we apply in the interpreta-
principles we apply in our study. Those tion of the Bible is that we seek to understand
principles apply when we read anything,the grammar and words . When communi-
including the Bible. cating, a person uses words. Without knowing
the meaning of those words, there is no com-
The first principle is to understand the munication. We also need to understand how
historical setting in which the words were th0se words are put together to make sense.
We need to understand the gramntarsubject,
_ o _ verb, objects, prepositions. To communicate ef-
we consider how it fits into the history of (o fively what God has revealed in his Word,
Godos rescue plan f or wdtds must be understood according to the
one sense that he intended. Continued on page 3

written. When we study a portion of Scripture,
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The words and phrases the inspired authors used as they wrote the Scriptures have a plain mes
according to their common use, and we interpret them in that way. But sometimes the writers u:
figurative language . Yes, they wrote history, but they also wrote poetry and used figures of speech lik
metaphors and illustrations such as the parables of Jesus. In some places we interpret literally and in
places, figuratively. To interpret figurative language as literal distorts the meaning, but so does interpr
literal language as figurative. The words themselves tell us whether they are figurative or literal.

Sometimes we will find places that are difficult to interpret. Then we must simply let the Bible tell us wi

it means. We | ook to other places in Scr Wetusar
the simple passages of Scripture to help us understand the difficult passages of Scripturther
words, we let Scripture interpret Scripture . Even if our reason still cannot fully grasp what

Scripture clearly says, we take God at his word and trust what he says is true.

Most important, the simple message of the Bible is that Jesus is our only Savior. That message is
without any difficult interpretation.May the Lord continue to open your eyes, heart, and mind to
understand Him and His grace for you.
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Time to join YOUI
Youth Group at Gloria Dei
Build Faith & Friendship

- Usually meets twice a month

- Worship, games, snacks, & FUN
- Grades 6 thru 12

- Friends are always welcome

o Receits Expenses
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Please plan on joining us!

Questions? Please see Shelbie Edgett, Logan M
or Laura & Allen Mortimer.

May Meetings
Thursday, May 11 at 6:30 pm
Thursday, May 25 at 6:30 pm
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